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Our Newest Tool:
The Landed Gentry
Sharepoint Website

It's not a new nail gun or drill,
but we're very excited about
our newest tool for the home
building process. Until
recently, sharing information
such as blueprints and order
forms has been done via
paper shuffling. Our newly
developed sharepoint
website allows us to
combine, in a single, secure
location, the information that
our trade partners and
project managers need.
Details specific to each
home, such as plans,
selections sheets and works
orders, are now available
electronically. As files are
placed on the site, email
alerts are sent to notify
Landed Gentry team
members and trade partners
of the updated materials.

Landed Gentry has been building homes and
neighborhoods in the Pacific Northwest since

1979, with a focus an lasting quality, extended
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customear service, and community involvemeant.

Green Building: Major Appliances

Without a doubt, the kitchen is one of the most important rooms in any home.
Sometimes called "the heart of the home," the kitchen is also the heart of a home's
energy use. Because of cooking fumes and perhaps the use of natural gas or
propane, the kitchen may also be the heart of poor indoor air quality.

As a professional builder, we are committed to the creation of kitchens that are
functional, convenient, beautiful, and energy efficient. Every major appliance, both in
the kitchen and beyond, must have high quality features and proven energy
efficiency. After all, major appliances are now found throughout the home, from
kitchen to laundry room to patios and outdoor kitchens. All have an impact on the use
of energy in the home and on the quality of indoor air.

Most of today's major appliances, including laundry equipment, are qualified by the
federal Energy Star program (www.energystar.gov), which sets minimum standards
for energy use and estimated costs and savings over a year's worth of use. The
leading manufacturers are all represented on the list of qualified appliances. Products
at nearly every price, energy source (gas or electric), and range of features are listed.
Regardless of the owner's budget or the price of the home, there is a suitable Energy
Star appliance package.

Major appliances have come a long way in a short time towards energy and cost
efficiency. For instance, refrigerators have quieter, more efficient motors and are
better insulated to maintain a constant temperature. Wear and tear on the system is
reduced together with energy requirements. Not long ago, refrigerators used
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) as coolants, which were widely held to destroy the ozone
layer. Refrigerators now use non-CFC or HCFC agents for the cooling process so that
their carbon footprint is reduced along with their potential for contamination of the
environment.

Better technology has also improved convection and microwave ovens. Desired
temperatures are reached faster and food is cooked more thoroughly in less time. The
addition of more cooking settings also helps to avoid overworking the appliance.
Energy use is reduced and the life of the appliance is extended.

Dishwashers and clothes washers are engineered to use precise amounts of water
and energy to suit the size and type of the load. Clothes dryers have also been
redesigned to reduce energy consumption without sacrificing performance.
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Everyone involved with
building the home can
access this website at any
time for viewing and printing
files. Contractors can also
submit their bids
electronically at this website,
as well as order prints and
copies through a direct link
to the Mount Vernon
Blueprint Company. Though
not available to our buyers,
this resource represents a
big technological
advancement and will
continue to evolve as users
communicate their needs
and ideas.

"Landed Gentry always has
a keen eye for streamlining
business practices," says
president Brian Gentry.
"Innovations like this help us
stay competitive at the
leading edge in our
constantly changing market."
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Indoor air quality is a critical component in a healthy, high performance home. To a
builder, that means taking care to provide adequate ventilation in structures where the
use of vapor barriers and insulated windows has become standard. Kitchens and
laundry rooms, especially, create moisture that must be exhausted. A fan of
appropriate size and power can help to maintain good quality indoor air and to reduce
moisture damage to wood and metal components in the house. High tech fans feature
moisture sensors that engage and disengage their operation automatically, thus
saving energy by operating the fan for exactly the right length of time and not a
minute more.

Major appliances on the market today offer a bewildering array of styles and features,
making it difficult to choose the most energy efficient machines that are suited to your
plans and budget. Fortunately, our commitment to building energy-efficient homes
has made us familiar with the energy-saving features of most major appliances.

We can help you find what you want in products that suit your budget and

personal taste.

Warm regards,

Bt
Brian Gentry
President

Landed Gentry Homes & Communities
504 E. Fairhaven Ave, Burlington, WA 98233
(360) 755.9021 - office (360) 755.9029 — fax

info@landedgentry.com
www.landedgentry.com
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