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Building
Success 101

Q: Aren't "prefab”
components cheap?

A: Like any new industry or
idea, factory-built framing
components -- including roof
trusses and wall panels --
went through a maturation
process that included some
growing pains, particularly in
their performance. Today,
however, computer-
controlled design and
manufacturing equipment
ensures that these
components are built to
exacting standards, with
their quality controlled and
verified at several stages of
the process. Despite these
advances, factory-built
components remain a cost-
efficient alternative to
traditional stick framing, yet
deliver superior results.

Landed Gentry has been building homes and
neighborhoods in the Facific Northwest since
1979, with a focus an lasting quality, extended

o LR B customear service, and community involvemeant.

Construction Process: Framing

One of the most exciting and dynamic periods in the construction of a new home is the
structural framing stage. It is the time when two-dimensional plans take on three-
dimensional shape. As floors, walls, and a roof rise from the ground, the owners can
envision the finished home and walk through its spaces.

As a professional builder, we are constantly looking for superior ways to build. The
framing stage affords several opportunities to construct a home faster and within the
budget without sacrificing the home's quality. In fact, the new techniques for framing
actually improve a home's structural integrity, performance, and durability. Here are just a
few of the methods and materials we consider for this stage of construction:

Advanced framing. In essence, advanced framing techniques allow us to remove excess
and unnecessary structural components, such as extra wall studs and blocking. Elements
which add nothing to the stability or ultimate performance of the house are the byproducts
of outdated framing methods that linger in our industry, costing money without additional
value. By reducing the amount of lumber we use in a home's structural frame, we lower
both costs and waste. Because each length of lumber is a preplanned piece of a larger
puzzle, there's less chance that we'll make unnecessary cuts and create unusable scrap.
Because it supports increased quality and reduced waste, advanced framing is a tenet of
green building practices and programs around the country.

Engineered lumber. Like advanced framing, engineered lumber uses less wood to build a
better structure. Engineered lumber is made from strands or chips of wood which are
reassembled with glue, heat and pressure into large beams and I-shaped sections. Tough
and stable, engineered lumber framing components allow us to span the longer distances
common in popular open floor plans and high ceilings. Because of their strength, we can
use fewer lengths of engineered lumber. Thus, the quality of the house is increased
simultaneously with a reduction in labor costs. Because these products are frequently
made from smaller and sustainably grown timber resources, instead of old-growth trees,
they are more environmentally attractive, as well.
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Panels and trusses. For decades, quality builders have used roof trusses (premade
sections of the roof's frame) to build houses better and faster. The same technology is
now increasingly applied to floors and walls, with similar benefits. A house framed with
panels and trusses is a truly amazing sight, seeming to spring into existence overnight.
Furthermore, as skilled framing labor becomes more difficult and expensive to find,
factory-built and quality-controlled panels and trusses allow us to create unique spaces
and forms almost impossible with traditional framing techniques. Finally, even more than
advanced framing and engineered lumber, these components reduce our waste stream
significantly and leave a clean job site during what can be a very messy stage of
construction.

Despite appearances, homes today are built quite differently than they were even a
decade ago. Nowhere is that more evident than in the various advanced, engineered, and
factory-built framing components and techniques now at our command. These systems
allow us to build more efficiently and to a higher level of quality than traditional "stick"
framing, delivering new homes that perform as promised to meet the needs and
expectations of our owners.
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Bt

Brian Gentry
President W

LANDED! G:Nfﬂ .
Landed Gentry Homes & Communities

L i . *--q:| 504 E. Fairhaven Ave, Burlington, WA 98233
Jaeh ot gyt ol 15020 il g 8 .
(9 ef:?;f'l-’ﬁ R ™ (360) 755.9021 - office (360) 755.9029 - fax

info@landedgentry.com
www.landedgentry.com

Our Communities:

FAIRWAY POINT SIGAyTIR VI @ INIVREEAN

LERind aBEuF elMmawiy

€. 2008 All rights reserved.




